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A bout hundred some odd people in their tiny village 
Sarangadharpur in Odisha's Nayagarh District used to 
pass sleepless nights in 1978 as robbers and dacoits were 

on the prowl. Worried villagers of this roadside village, which was 
famous in the formerly Puri district because of its advancement in 
education and better socio-economic status compared to people 
living in the immediate neighbouring villages, were time and again 
being informed that they were on the target of the dacoits. Some 
wise villagers then decided to take rounds around the village in the 
night and scream "bastiwale hosiar ho" (inhabitants be aware). 
They did it with the plan that in the event of Dacoits hitting the 
village, at least people could wake up and try to protect 
themselves. 

Notwithstanding the mockery of some frightened elderly 
people if five or six persons could face the bullets of dacoits, when 
villagers took this job seriously and took rounds around their 
village, other neighbouring villages followed it soon and they also 
started screaming the with same words. Inspired by his mother, a 
young boy of just 12 years jumped into bandwagon and wielding a 
lathi at midnight started screaming" bastiwale hosiar ho". This boy 
was given an impression that screaming in unison against the 
dacoits would save the village. After few days the whole district 
was agog in the late night with people demonstrating midnight 
contempt against dacoits. This stopped the spate c:if violence and 
crime in district and Ranpur Police Station in particular. The 12-
year old boy named Biraja Mahapatra never knew that this 
experience would give him an insight for a simple, inexpensive and 
easily doable effective method to "cultivate citizenry for a healthy 
country". 

Mahapatra says the health of any democratic countryprimarily 
depends upon its quality of citizenry. If the overall citizenry is 
good, then the country is bound to do well in all fields. Good 
citizenry means citizens demonstrate country's interest 
paramount in their thoughts, words and action. Mahapatra says 
India became a country in 1947 with 562 small big states joining 
together. But it could not convert itself into a nation in the absence 
of any measure to inculcate in citizens a sense of belonging to the 
country. 

A worried Mahapatra, now a lawyer practising in the Delhi High 
Court, has come out with an innovative idea of Citizens pledge . 
festival with an aim to promoting good citizenry. According to 
Mahapatra, good citizenry is the answer to all kinds of societal 
ailments including corruption and terrorism. The journalist­
turned lawyer has founded a civil society named Build India Group 
in Delhi in 2008 and got drafted the pledge in English in his work 
"My Call: For the Greater Glory of this Land." The pledge has now 
been in circulation in 15 languages across the country and over 
four lakh students have joined his movement in a span of just four 
years. 

Designed to involve all students and youths in this country in 
unison, the exercise elicits from the participants a written promise 
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that they would keep country's interest paramount in 
their thoughts, words and action and their this 
commitment would form a part of celebration called the 
Pledge Festival. 

The pledge in English reads as under: 

"We the people of India today do solemnly pledge 
ourselves to the service of our nation with honesty, 
sincerity and commitment: always keeping our nations 
interest paramount in all that we think, do or say for the 
greater glory of this land". 

Pledge has been drafted keeping in view the 
fundamental duties as enshrined in Article 5 lA of the 
Constitution. It has started promoting pledge in 15 
languages. The fifteen languages other than English are 
Hindi, Sanskrit, Urdu, Assamiya, Bengali, Odia, Telgu, 
Tamil, Malayalam, Kannada, Marathi, Gujarati, Punjabi, 
and Kashmiri. 

Mahapatra says an annual programme, if made 
mandatory for all students across the country to 
participate, over a period of three decades will see that all 
Indians in all parts of the country would have sworn in to 
keep country's interest paramount in their thoughts, 
words and action. The annual 
programme is g;.radually getting 
appreciation because of the 
content and simplicity in approach 
through write-recite-commit 
technique. 

The idea behind organizing the 
festival is inspired by the age-old 
custom of celebrating mass outcry 
against societal evils as also 
committing themselves to 

· accepted social norms. In a11i;;ient 
times across the world, when there 
was no print media, festivals were 
the biggest instruments to regulate 
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public behaviour. There are two types 
of festivals: festivals of commitment 
and celebrations of punishment. 

Festivals of commitment give the 
civilized society occasions to celebrate 
societal norms or the 'dos' at a very 
personal level. Marriage is one such 
festival in which spouses commit their 
trust to each other. Raksha Bandhan is 
a festival of commitment of protection 
by a brother to sister. Festivals of 
commitment endorse societal dos. 

The other one is celebration of 
punishment as seen in the ancient 
festivals that mark the victory of good 
over the evil and truth always prevails. 
For example, in Dusherra, we burn the 

effigies of Ravana, Durga Pooja marks the killing of 
demon Mahishashura by goddess Durga, Holika-dahan 
symbolizes the elimination of demoness Holika, and 
Deepavali the killing of Narakashura by Krishna's 
consort Sathyavama. ]anmastami too symbolizes the 
beginning of the end of the cruel Kansa era. Celebrations 
of punishment, thus, endorse the societal don'ts in our 
day to day life. 

Mahapatra says celebrations of punishment and 
festivals of commitment have been the two traditional 
mass communication tools to keep human behaviour on 
track. These have been handed down to us by our faith 
systems, which have been the foundation for cultivating 
good citizenry and moral upbringing. The Pledge festival, 
therefore, combines both the festival of commitment (to 
the country) and celebration of punishment (unleashing 
societal contempt against terrorism and corruption). 
These are the two biggest evils of our society at present. 

Mahapatra says there is no village in the country 
which does not have a religious institution. These great 
institutions are always there to works in the interest of 
humanity. With the involvement of religious ii:istitutions, 



the programme will be total as it would 
automatically enter into kitchens, it will 
be a festival by all Indians, irrespective 
of their caste colours, at every nook and 
corner of the country. That will be the 
biggest show of strength of India to the 
whole world. 

Mahapatra has also written another 
book in Odia language "Atanka ku 
Uttara", (Answer to Terrorism) which 
has already hit stands in Odisha, in the 
line of his previous book MY CALL. 

When asked what after pledge that 
the Build India Group contemplates, a 
smiling Mahapatra says "citizenry 
building exercise is not a small step. 
This is a continuous process. When all Indians in unison 
demonstrate their love for the country and display 
contempt against terrorism and corruption, there will be 
an aftermath effect of tsunami type of movement to 
unleash a sense of contempt against corruption and 
terrorism. Ultimately it will teach us what is good 
citizenry. When a body becomes healthy enough to take 
care of its own immunity system, you need nol Lhink of 
future medicines. 

When asked "Will this mitigate the problem of hunger, 
regional imbalance and caste hatred among other 
things?, Mahapatra says "you are tall<ing of management 
issues." He says this problem can be addressed when 
maximum functional autonomy is given to institutions of 
panchayats which should guarantee as a matter of 
fundamental right - food, healthcare, education and 
employment to all individuals. While government has 
already got into an action plan in this regard, people are 
yet to consider politics as a subject of management. He 
says unless politics is introduced as a subject of 
management at the primary school level, common people 
will continue to loath politics and not come out to take 
responsibility of their own country. "imagine when you 
do not take care of your own home what happens?" 

Mahapatra who now considers whole country as a 
ground of his activity was courageous enough to think 
differently. At a time when mindset of young Indians, 
particularly in rural educated villages, is job oriented, he 
felt unless there was an emotional connection of 
individuals to their mother tongue, the gap between the 
mother land and citizens would widen. Though his village 
was highly educated, there was hardly any love for 
literature among the youngsters. In the very first minute 
of January 1983, 16-year old Mahapatra founded literary 
organization "Palli Nilay Sahitya Samsqd" at his own 
village. Members joining the organization discussed 
literature, politics and social issues making it a truly 

neighbouring villages too. "When people unite for a good 
cause, good things are bound to happen'', says 
Mahapatra. 

In the journey from a village boy to college life in holy 
city of Puri, Biraja Mahapatra had the first hand 
experience of the ravages of flood in 1982. He used to be 
the first one among his peer group to jump for the relief 
operations in ever flood hit coastal Odisha. Planting 
saplings, organizing literary programmes, writing small 
poems and participating in various debating activities 
lured him into the field of journalism after he did his 
masters in History and bachelor degree in law in Utkala 
University, Bhubaneswar apparently because he wanted 
to be an independent activist. A voice of rebel could be 
seen in his writing when he finds contradictions in the 
society "I am taught to say a prayer that I need no money 
or wealth or a son but my parent~ say I should study well 
to get a good job, married to a beautiful wife and die on a 
bed with diamonds studded on it after becoming old" in 
his Odia poetry collection" Dinalipi Ra Gitalipi". 

After spending over a decade in journalism in Odia 
and English, travellng to various parts of the country and 
writing plethora of articles in English and Odia, 
Mahapatra took to legal profession to become 
independent and work on a bigger canvas. When in early 
years in legal profession, lawyers struggle for their early 
settlement, Mahapatra embarked upon another 
ambitious plan of promoting emotional integration in the 
country and thought of Build India Group as a civil society 
in 2008 and now his ideas are traveling to educational 
institutions which organize pledge festivals to inculcate 
among children a sense of belonging to the country. His 
idea of pledge festival has got appreciation from the 
lawyer's fraternity in the Supreme Court, High Court and 
other Bar Associations. Mahapatra is a thought leader for 

. the country and NGO !CONGO had recognized his . 
activities by conferring on him Karmaveer Puraskar in 
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Bhairon Singh Shekhawat 

MESSAGE 

I am happy to lrnow that the 'book titled "My Call : For the Greater Glory of 
this Land" has been brought out after painstaking efforts. I extend my hearty 
compliments to Shri Biraja Mahapatra, the author of this book as also the young and 
enthusiastic campaigners of the Build India Group for this well thought-out and path­
breaking publication. 

This book reflects a powerful theme of patriotism and nationalism with 
consuming passion. It appeals to all segments of our society to rise above self to ensure 
greater glory of this great nation. It underscores the imperative need to have a National 
Pledge Festival to unite us all in a common thread of unity and integrity. It hopes that 
greater attachment of the people with the nation and national values would melt away 
our narrow selfish interests, taking the nation to the magnificent heights of excellence 
and fame. In the process, the virus of corruption, violence and terror, greed and 
immorality, which have eaten into the vitals of our system will significantly subside. It 
calls upon the people to view politics not from the narrow perspective of hatred and 
cynicism but from the larger · perspective of democracy and dedicated service to the 
people . In essence, this is a call for national regeneration and awakening for ushering 
lasting hope and abiding optimism towards achieving the larger national objectives of 
peace and development. I congratulate and compliment all those associated with this 
very comprehensive and thought-provoking work. 

We in India are aware that there are forces inimical to the country's interest, 
which are working overtime to disrupt our integrity, unity and security. A continuous 
and covert war is being waged on us. Corruption, organized crime within the country 
and its international linkages have become a major conduit for the operations of such 
divisive forces. Hatred and violence among the people have also succeeded in creating 
cleavages within communities, thus posing the strongest challenge to the consolidation 
of national identities built on core civilizational values. 

We, as a democracy, have inherent opportunity to strengthen the core values 
through wide national consensus and participation. We need to consolidate the feeling 
of national unity and cohesion to counter the threats to nationalism. We need to instill 
the sublime values of patriotism, honesty, peace, love and amity among the people. We 
need to create an overriding attachment to national cause so that the core ·civilizational 
values of our people flourish and prosper. For this, we need to strengthen our 
democratic edifi ce and make our politics one of the finest vocations for service and 
sacri.f1c c. 
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