rio and T don't really
id Ahmed.
a Union But

S AstsassesUe yUGID WE uxuuyuxxuc:.l\,c 1as
no meaning for such people who belong to
the other world. It may take another 100
yb'cub for reaching human rights to all.

_Id 10UCdIgLITY, Llaue SUCldly SCIsSIUuve ana
encourages loyalty towards nation, he
concluded.

& RITA JOSEPH

Emotional integration

India has-got a national anthem
and a national song but it does not
~ have a national pledge worthy of

name, says a book

¢ ating politicsis a crime

‘ Ha'gainst democracy. The

process of nation.

building is bound to be crippled 1f

drumbeats or performance of any other musical
instrument heralding the celebration of nationhood
could be a potential weapon against corruption and
terrorism. :
The pledge coined by Mahapatra reads, “We the people
of India today do pledge ourselves to the service of our
nation with honesty, sincerity and commitment; keeping
our nations interest paramount in
EK all that we think, do or say for the ;
greater glory of this land.” '
.ii1 . “The national pledge festival has

people scold politicians in a
democracy.”

This revelation is made by Biraja
Mahapatra, a journalist turned lawyer,
in his recently published book My Call,
which makes a strong pitch for a
national pledge. “Rendition of such a
pledge by people, irrespective of their
faiths and religions, in unison,

-~ solesmly affirming their love for the
country as a festival of commitment
will usher in-a defining moment as this
will be the biggest ever-event in the -
country’s history to unite people

_ emotionally,” he says in the book;
published by Akshay Media.

- Calling for a cultural revolution and

" a character-building exercise to make
each citizen a glorious Indian and
actively participate in the exercise of
nation building, he says politics, being

to be secular festival, but it has to be
celebrated religiously. Let it adorn the
porch of every household like a
solemn pendarit on the appointed
day. Let it also be displayed inour
homes, schools and offices as a totem
that we take pride in,” Mahapatra
says in the book while making an
emotive appeal to allIndians.

modicum of such festival caft be left
open to the opinion of the people. The
one rider is that such a festival must
be truly secular and in no way hurt -
the sentiments of any community or
religion. This shall be a festival for all
- India, by every Indian for all time to -
come. “Why not our god-fearing
nature be used as an asset to create a
sense of hatred against corruption
and terrorism. We cannot stop

t

the finest form of management,
should be taught as a specialised subject.

“This is the only way people will know their land and
its problems and could churn out the right kind of
leadership from among them,” he says when asked how a
pledge would help fight poverty, regional imbalance and
unequal distribution of wealth.

The book says, prior to 1947, India was a mosaic of over
500 states and it was never a united country. For
historical reasons, including enslavement for over a
thousand years, “emotijonal integration has taken a back
seat” and nothing has been done so far in this country to
unite people emotionally.

" He claims that celebrations of 15 August and January
26, which were meant for inculcating patriotic feelings,
have unfortunately been reduced to officials dos.

. Mahapatra, who runs a civil socjety named Build India
Group (BIG) of like- minded lawyers, journalists, PR

- professionals and management experts, says the

- -rendition of the national pledge in all regional languages
to the accompaniment of crashmg of cymbals,

nzy

S dovattod i the UK, has recently

terrorism and corruption by
deterrents provided by law. But we certainly can create a
wave of hatred against corruption and ferrorism as
bestial qualities,” says Mahapatra in his book.

Honest and sincere politicians will appreciate that that
here is a book that reflects their sentiments that abusing
politicians on charges of corruption is not a solution
rather it prevents good and honest people from entering
politics. The main thrust of the study of politics as a
subject of management is to see that proper
management of resources in each panchayat should be
sufficient to cater to the need of people of that area so far
as their health care, education and the means of

" livelihood are concerned. Nobody should be forced to

leave his home and hearth in search of work. This subject
needs continuous experimentation and study as a
managernent subject keeping in mind the country’s -
interest paramount, Mahapatra says in his book, which
holds promise of a cultural renaissance in India. How
soon and how far: probably time would tell:
B RITA JOSEPH

' buyers. Intex’s latest model ~ IN 2020 |
i ~promises to serve the purpose effectively.

B B o S e

--However, the book says “the ~ .. e
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nity in diversity might
have become clichéd
butit’s yet to become a
reality in this country.
It comes through in our eve-
ryday experiénces. Biraja
Mahapatra, an Oriya mother
tongue lawyer who practises
at the Delhi High -Court,
says, “Once a celebrity writ-
er told me, ‘you have no right
to live in this country if you
don’t know Hindi.” Similar-

ly he recalls, in Puri when"

the North Indians come fora
darshan, the locals pass
snide remarks at them.

“My grandmother used to

say, ‘Get inside, the dirty .

Hindustanis are coming.’
Their only fault was, in those
days trains were powered by
coal and it took barely a few
hours to get covered in
grime and soot.”

Biraja, who has alsobeena
journalist, has shared his ex-
periences in-“My Call”, re-
cently published by Akshay
Media.

. The scourge is not limited
to the illiterate. “Once in
Delhi there was a death in
my neighbourhood. I asked
an acquaintance. What hap-
pened? He replied a Hindus-
tani died. I asked what he
meant. He said a Hindustani
is a person of low caste. I felt
pained, particularly because
it came from an educated
Delhiite.”.

Biraja, who also started a
civil society organisation
called Build India Group,
says the term Hindustan is
yettobe accepted by Indians
themselves for the whole of
India.

“For South Indians, Hin-
dustan means the Hindi
speaking North, and North
Indians label everybody
from the four South Indian
states as Madrasis. Perhaps
that’'s why the preamble of
our Constitution says, ‘India
that is Bharat’ and not ‘India
that is Hindustan’.”

Quoting Ambedkar, Biraja
says he called Hindu society

METROPLUS

ALL FOR ONE Biraja Mahapatra also runs a civil society organisation called Build India Group PHOTO: SHANKER

CHAKRAVARTY

a myth and termed the
name itself foreign. “In
Persian, Hindoostan means
the black place or where
black people live. So why
should we use something to
identify us when it was
originally meant to slight
us?” )

A pledge

Moving on from th
identity aspect, Biraja feels
the need of the hour .is
emotional integration. For
this he has a suggestion.

o

“India is a country of fes-

tivals. I feel we should have
one more national festival
where at the stroke of an
appointed hour, every Indi-
an takes a pledge.” He feels
this can work as a force to
create a sense of hatred

t

against corruption and ter-
rorism. “Even a child can
point out to his father if he
deviates from the pledge
creating an ‘emotional im-
pact.” The pledge goes like
this: We the people of India
today do solemnly pledge

IN PERSIAN HINDOOSTAN MEANS THE

BLACK PLACE OR WHERE BLACK

PEOPLE LIVE

ourselves to the service of
our nation  with honesty,
sincerity and commitment;
always keeping our natiqn’s
interests paramount in all
that we think, do or say, for
the greater glory of this
land. “The modicum of
such a festival can be dis-
cussed. It should be a sec-

ular festival -  to be
celebrated religiously.”
Biraja appeals to the

media, the entertainment

industry and the Govern-
ment to take
forward.

the idea

Back and
forth -
LAUNCH Penguin
has come up with
an exclusive
dictionary

first of its kind a Hindi-
i English and English-Hindi
dictionary has been launched
by Penguin in association
with Yatra books. The
dictionaries come in a set of
three, which consists a
English to Hindi Dictionary,
Hindi to English dictionary
and a Hindi-English
Thesaurus in a slip-case.
Arvind Kumar and his wife
Kusum Kumar have
authored the
dictionaries.They are also
co-authors of “Samantar
Kosh”, a Hindi thesaurus.
Arvind started as a freelance
journalist and has been the
editor of Sarvottam, the
Hindi edition of Reader’s
Digest and Madhuri, a Hindi
film fortnightlyHe has also
authored a range of Hindi
translations of famous works
like “Julius Caeser” and
“Sahaj Geeta”. It took him
almost three decades for the
couple to complete the books
and the result is nothing but
spectacular.

The compilation is
exclusive in many ways as it
is the first ever dictionary
consisting of 548,330

.expressions half in English

and half in Hindi with cross
references to similar-or
opposite concepts. It also
includes cultural variations
of the words in both
languages. This is one more
step towards promoting and
spreading multiculturalism
aslanguage is the essence of
any culture.
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is call for unity involves penning a national pledge

Take a Vow

PaRBINA RASHID

A CAMPAIGN for a nation-
al pledge festival and a
book called My Call for
guidance. Behind both
lies the brain and ten
- years of effort of a man
from Orissa named Biraja
Mahapatra. Why do we i
need a national pledge or
a festival when we have
already two national festi-
vals — Independence Day and Repubhc
Day, you may ask. But before coming to that,

ed. And the answer we got is a problem so
many non-Hindi speaking people face, when
they come to live in the North. Mahapatra
too was one-of them, pointedly told by a
writer that if he didn’t know how to speak
Hindi, he had no right to live in the North,
when he’ mlgrated to Delh1 asa PTI corre-
spondent 3
.This was point that made him think about
promoting Indian-ness amongst Indians.
. Finally, he arrived at the conclusion that if
wehave a national pledge and a festival ﬂong
.ethetlme.
didn’t know that many other countries do
have their national pledges. “Yes, we do have
national festivals, but unfortunately, they are
too official. When I talk about a festival, its
starting should be from people’s kitchens
and reach out to the masses with some noise
like the drum beats,” says Mahapatra, whose
efforts got result when his Build India Group
kicked off the campaign with the pledge that
he’d penned down on January 19. This

we wanted to know how the idea germinat- .

campaign was subse-
quently followed up by a
few schools and groups
on January 26. His book
My Call was released on
February 16.

The divide between
India and Bharat kept
nagging him wherever he
travelled. “I felt the lack of
emotional integration
and so I became con-
vinced that we do need a
pledge to bind us together,” says Mahapatra.
Besides writing the book, I formed the
seven-member Build India Group to gener-
ate awareness,” he says.

The book has 10 chapters making:an
emotive appeal to all Indlan leaders to:decide
about the contour of a national pledge that
should be taken by people of all faiths in uni-.
son. It also deals with issues like how impor-
tant is it to be a part of politics, corruption,

terrorism and the factors ailing the country, -

which he derived through SWOT analysis.
The pledge says,“We the people of India
today do solemnly pledge ourselves to the

service of our nation with honesty, sinceri-

@ulémekemm%ﬂihenrb&-

ty&ndmmmmwﬁkemwtm S
mterest parameunt in all that we think, do

“or say for the greater glory of this land.”

Nicely put, but would it be-able to serve the
purpose being written in English? “It can be
translated into vernaculars. But when it is
said in unison all over the country at the
same time, it’ll have a binding effect,” he rea-
sons. True. After all it is emotion that binds,
not language! '

parbina @tribunemail.com .~
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They do hereby

solemnly swear....

Staff Reporter

The creative
imagination of a number of
school * children could be
seen this weekend at Gand-
hi Darshan near Raj Ghat,
where posters designed by
them to speak against cor-
ruption and terrorism and
love for the motherland
were released. '

Students from Apeejay
School, Kalka. Public
School, Sun Valley Interna-
tional and City Prince Pub-
lic School also took a pledge
in 15 languages to keep the
country’s . interest . para-
mount in their thoughts,
words and action. .

Inaugurating the pro-
gramme, Gandhi = Smriti
and Darshan Samiti vice-
chairperson Tara Gandhi
Bhattacharjee said it was a
unique programme de-
signed to capture the imag-
ination of the common
man.

“Such ‘movements are
taking part across the
globe, but we must learn to
carry forward for a longer

| duration. The problem is-

that people who participate
in such movements do not
get a chance to articulate
their feelings. They also
need to understand basics

School kids also
design posters that
speak against
corruption and
terrorism and love
for the motheriand

of their mover_nents rather
than depend on their lead-

-ers. Anyhow, this is a great

movement to send the
message across.” '
Speaking on: the occa-

- sion, Build India Group

president Biraja Mahapa-
tra said: “Every. year, the
‘Pledge Festival’ is cele-

" brated across the. country

on the third Saturday of Ja-
nuary when students,

‘members of civil' society

and people associated with
various organisation affirm
their love and loyalty to the
country by taking a pledge
in their respective mother
tongues.”

-He said the need of the
hour is to have more such
integrity building. move-
ments' that create aware-
ness about the need to

speak against corruption -

and terrorism while pro-
moting a sense of belonging
to the nation.
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MUST.VISIT

Ailsi';alian Visions: A festival of acclaimed
Australian films, at Siri Fort Auditorium 2, Khel
Gaon. From March 6 to March 9

i Witness live sushi being My Call: A book by Biraja Mahapatra about how
t Blanco, 62, Khan Market. * . we can join hands to make India a better coun-
ndpmto 6 pm . try. Publisher: Akshay Media, Price: Rs 250
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b o e:Lively, Vicious " MYCall:Forthe

I PN FunnyMirrorisa © greatergloryofthis
; %M taleofeveryday landattributesthe
| ¢ sleaze, dishonesty lackofIndian-ness

andincompetence
inAdland.The
book consists pri-
arllyofa bunchofe-mailsandis
iouthowtheLondonadvemsmg
mofMillerShanksisgeared upto
nbarkontwoweeksofintensive
forttobagthecoveted $84 billion
rca-Colaaccount.

amongstindiansin

thechapter”Isindia
- Still Divided"? There
isalsoanemotiveappealtoall Indi-
anleadersintheirrespectivefieldsto
decideaboutthe contourofanation-
alpledgethatshould betaken by pe-
opleofallfaithsinunison. [twould
strengthenournationalintegration.

LifeinBombay

BREATHLESSNESSin
Bombayis acollec-

- tionof14shortsto-
riesfeaturingarange
ofbeautifullydrawn
charactersindiffer-
entsituations:from
thelaundrywalla‘’swatershortage
problemsto the doomed|loveaffair
ofaschizophrenicpainterand his
Bollywood girlfriend. Thestoriesare
allsetagainstthe backdrop oﬂlfe in
Bombay

FICTION

BESTSELLERS

Forweekending February 24

1 TheAppeal
JohnGrisham

2 ThelapaneseWife
KunalBasu

3 PGWodehouseBoxSet
PGWodehouse

4  AThousandSplendid Suns
Khaled Hosseini

5 TheKiteRunner
Khaled Hosseini

NONFICTION

MattBeaumont Harper; R5495
(346

My Call...; BirajaMahapatra; Akshay
Media;Rs250;Pp 125

Breathless...; Murzban FShroff;

PicadorIndia; Rs295; Pp307

et e
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1 TheSecret
RhondaByme

2 WeareLikeThatOnly
Rama Bijapurkar

3 TheCompleteCalvinandHobbes
Bill Watterson

4 EverythingAboutInvesting

5 ThelLogicofLife
TimHarford

Source: Crossword
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; -and analysed our views dlspassmnate

nal - Iy and camie-up with a simple solution

‘that a ‘Natiorial Pledge’ would serve as
- an effectlve instrument: o bind - the

d: country with the fabric.of unity.

- "DH: Howdo you plan to take the
: V1dea to the people"

2 'Pledge would bea tnique mstrument
. to promote unity and integrity of
+ ‘country-and bu]ldmg astrongb bulwar

tertorism’ and jother; anti-national ‘ac

* fellowIndians. - -

5 Thepledge festlval will have to bea.
y partlclpatory one, mvolvmg all; Indi-

- ans: 1rrespect1ve of faith; rehglon Jan-
:gua thriicity and culture: Millions.

BM The pledge programme has to churches éveryday. Canw. not: spenda
be a national festival to be celebrated; few mmutes in the name of this-cotn-
. simultaneously all overthe country. In-/ try | for this pledge?: BIG shall endeav
~ dia‘doesnot have a national plefige,un- our ‘o ensure that we can.

_‘Interests paramotmt

againsf the growing tide of" corruptlon :

g0 to: temples, mosques - and:

like many other coimtries. Other than
January 26 and August 15, which are
celébrated more or less as ofﬁmal func-
tions, there is no-other event through
which people can have a sense of be
Jonging to the country: - :

BIG beheves that the Natlonal

DH:How does the pledge go‘?
BM: Itreads: -

“We the people of India today
Do. solemnlypledge ourselves
Tothe service of our nation -

ment

; ZhentheBJP d1s

A_ways keepmg our’ natlon s L

ln allthat ‘we think, do or say \\

“Hivities thet involves hot only interna: i idual lev
; vt1onalcrnnmalsandthemaﬁabutalso  offices, .cor ty:

: --Jr_nuary 19 the core members of BIG
-took the pledg in uruson after a sym-
; bohc ringing ‘of bell. *

- -On January-25, about 1,100 people
-ccmprlsmg students and teachers i ina
public, school in Delhi recited it in uni-

scn. A core campa1gner administered .
- . this pledge in his office on January 26
-and -he says all office people got
; ~charged up while reciting the pledge.

Now; lawyers in Delhii are also’ plan

i, ning somethmg along thisline. My Ca]l ‘
. takes thls 1dea forward,’and T am sure
tke message will spread slowly but:
surely. Ithas to be a voluntary effort.
With: honesty, smcerlty and commlt ]

DH: How.dosyou plan to make peo

- plenot hate pohtlcs"

missed Brajesh
iy o

. ingpolitics is'

-~ Constitution toourse -
' not shirk our responsibility and abuse 4

in - politicians’on’ charges of .corruptlon .

. India should have a uni ersltyforpoh ki
tics ‘as politics is the ﬁnest form of =

"BM:Ina democracy hke Indxa hat 1
rime; Wehave givenia -

s: We ]ust can-

management

‘In the Jong run, 'BIG dreams toset
_‘up such an university. The mainthrust

of -the. study; bésides economics.and
management, will be Unit Area Man
agement System.:;”

“Theidea is that edch panchayat ‘has
got some natural resources and proper
management of resources in that very
area should be sufflclent to catertothe
needs of the people of that area so far
as . healthcare; “education and’ the
means of llvehhood isiconcerned.

It should be ensured that nobody g1
forced to leave his home and hearth in |
search of work; which has emerged as !
~abig scourge for Indla e i

ﬂows in. the Opposmons

1

. position. In turn: th1s e

flectsumna
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ne has responsibility towards
oneself first, then towards family,

This is the true state of occurrence
applicable to overall Indians (except a
few ones), who are busy running for
name, fame and money and beyond that
they have time to think for nation. The
BIG movement, i.e. “Build India Group”
movement for the nation, aims at
inculcating a sense of being Indian in
Indians. It seeks to make the countrymen
to take the pledge for safeguarding the
nation from all anti-national activities.
Clearing out the thoughts for Build
India Group on how it works, the
President of Build India Group, Mr Biraja
Mohapatra explained, “Build India Group
is basically a civil society. It has two
major areas for works. First related to
pledge method—a method of mass
communication with three distinct
messages—love your nation, hate
corruption, and defeat terrorism.
According to me, it’s a scientifically-
developed formula. The other one is
considering politics to be a subject of
management and introducing the same in
different management institutions. The
basic philosophy behind it is that hating
politics is a crime against democracy.”
On questioning the value, need and
meaning of national pledge, Mr
Mohapatra elaborated, “National pledge
is basically a pledge taken by citizens of

and lastly towards one’s own nation.

IBEYOND HEADLINES

BUILDING GLORIOUS
NN T W

-

country to demonstrate his/her love and
loyalty to his/her nation. A national
pledge can be the best possible tool to
unite people emotionally and remind
them of their duty to the country.” And on
the second work for politics he added,
mainly advising the youth of the India,
“Indians should join politics for the better

We the people of india
Do solemniy pledge ourseives

To the service of our nation

With honesty, sincerity, and commitment:
Riways keeping our nation’s

Interests paramount
in ali that we think do or say,
For the greater glory of this country.

management of the state in accordance
with the spirit of fundamental duties as
enshrined in the Constitution of India.”
Build India Group was started by
journalist-turned-lawyer Birja Mohaptra
with a group of eight persons in
September 1996. Also he has written a

citizen’s pledge and we have created a
national pledge in fifteen languages. Now,
people take the pledge in their own
mother tongue in unison at pledge
festivals,” he informed.

There are many pledge festivals
organised by the team in unity at various

book, My Call, which has illustrated the
vision of Build India Group and how to
realise it. “We have crafted some method
ourselves. In India, we don’t have any

S

places including schools, universities and
among many communities. As India have
different kind of festivals Mr Mohapatra
defined the purpose of national unity in a
very unique way, “Celebration of
commitment is Raksha Bandhan; celebration
of punishment in which demon got punished
is Dussehra, so why cannot there be a
celebration of nationalism in our country?”
He added further, “Now that is our target, we
just think that all these religious festivals can
be a medium to reach out to people for the
purpose of nation building, promoting a
sense of belongingness as a mode of

communication.” /./
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Biraja Mahapatra

ndia is wunder the threat

of terrorism. Whether it is

parliament attack on December
13, 2001, Mumbai terrorism
incident on 26 Nov 2008, or the
latest Pathankot Airbase attack
by terrorists on January 2, 2016,
several policemen, army men
and innocent civilians died. Few
terrorists were nabbed or killed.

Prime Minister and other ministers
shed tears for the lives lost and
showered praises on the soldiers
getting killed while offering the
valiant fight.

Our government will keep on
crying for international pressure on
Pakistan to stop terrorism. Pakistan
will as usual deny and rubbishes the
allegations. For few days media will

come out with headlines on each
such incident until those headlines
are taken over by another important
news item...and ... there is silence
for some time.
The calendar awaits another
terrorvism related incident...

Can India war with Pakistan?
Answer is No.

Can India remain silent?
Obviously the answer is No... Then
what?

The 9/11 incident in the US,
prompted the American President
to came out with an act called
The Patriot Act, 2002 urging the
people of America to pledge their
love and loyalty to the country
and ensure that no non-state
actor is allowed to promote anti-
nationalism in America. The result-
not a single incident of terrorism in
America thereafter. The American
Nationalism offers a great learning
to us and the possible answer to our

problem .
In India, the figures show that
since  independence, terrorism

related incidences have taken away
lives far more than the number of
people lost in the wars. There is an
urgent need to deliberate on why
and how the terrorists are able to
get into the soil of India; why and
how the anti-national elements
are able to rise on this land; why
the country is often seeing violent
incidents killing innocent people
whether it is by terrorists, or
Naxals or people belonging to
any community or faith? At times
unfortunate expressions like Islamic
terrorism and Hindu terrorism are
finding niche in the newspapers.
And solution does not seem to be
very easy for the government of the
day.

Amidst  simmering  tension
between India and China in 1961,
Sampoornanand Committee
constituted by Jawaharlal Nehru did
make an attempt to find out ways
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and means to promote nationalism
in the mind of younger generation.
But that was not very successful
because of abysmal low literacy level
and country was the last thing in the
minds of people scurrying fulfilling
hunger, jobs and financial security.

With the population increasing,
anti-national  elements  present
within and terrorists coming from
outside are posing threats to the
sovereignty of the country. Because
of intolerance or regional imbalance,
when violence related incidents are
happen in any part of the country,
hardly any attempt has been made
in this country to make people
realize that peace is a precondition
to progress and they being bona
fide owners of this country have to
resolve the problem.

November 26 as Citizens’ Day

In 2008, a civil society organization,
Build India Group came out
with an idea that is simple,
inexpensive and  easily doable. It
has been experimented in over 1000
educational institutions across
the country. The organization has

been circulating a pledge written
in 15 languages with uniformity in
contents and is obtaining a wrillen
commitment to be good citizens
from young students.

It has suggested celebrating
a national festival by the name-
-- (Citizens Pledge Festival on
November 26 every year. It was
on November 26 in 1949 that
the people of this country got
transformed from being subjects
in their respective kingdoms to
that of citizens of the sovereign of
the country with the constitution
being adopted by the Constituent
Assembly. '

The festival is expected to fill
two vacuums—i.e - India does not
have a national pledge of its own
and India does not have a national
festival of its own. The festival
moment has to be heralded by
all religious institutions, people
across the country in unison must
give a commitment in their mother
tongues to be good citizens and
dedicate themselves to the service
of their country and to keep
country's interest paramount in

their thoughts, words and action.

The proposal, mooted by
the Build India Group, has been
forwarded by noted Gandhian
Rajya Sabha MP Sh. A V Swamy to
the Minister for Culture Dr Mahesh
Sharma, to.have an all faith meeting
on the issue to arrive at a consensus.
Swamy on behalf of the organization
had earlier demanded celebration of
November 26 as the Citizens’ Day
though the same was declared as the
Constitution Day.

Festival activities

Blowing of Conchs from Temples,
sirens from Mosques, bells from
Churches, drums from Gurudwara
at fixed time 10 am on 26 November
2016 with all other religious
institutions joining in with their
ritual sounds to mark the day.

Students take the pledge in their
respective institutions in Hindi/
their mother tongue to pledge their
love and loyalty to the country.
Pledge should be duly signed by
parents.

Socio cultural bodies across
the country to have festivals on
nationalism as the theme

Government employees must’

sign the pledge in their office

This will be the first festival
of its kind in the country on
nationalism with the underlying
message of peace and non-violence.
This can be an annual event across
the country to inculcate patriotic
values and a sense of Indianans.

Expected outcomes

» This will be the first truly national
festival of its kind to promote
national integration and social
harmony. India does not have a
national festival of its own.

» The bedrock of the festival will
base on the principles of peace and
non-violence and good citizenry
involving each and every individual
across the country.




Festival Highlights

PLEDGE IN ALL MOTHER TONGUES (Build India Group’s pledge is
available in 15 Indian languages)

INVOLVEMENT OF ALL RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS (such as Temples,
Churches, Mosques, Gurudwaras or other religious institutions)
INVOLVEMENT OF ALL EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS (Institutions
can be reached with a communication from the HRD Ministry)
INVOLVEMENT OF ALL GOVERNMENT AND PRIVATE OFFICES
(employees to execute the programme with meaningful and emotional
involvement that also promotes better work culture)

PAN-INDIA CULTURAL ACTIVITIES WITH NATIONALISM AS THE
THEME (A truly national festival with foods, dancé, drama and other
cultural activities with nationalism as the theme to emotionally bind
people to their ‘Indianans’).

PAN-INDIA INVOLVEMENT OF MEDIA INSTITUTIONS/FILM
INDUSTRY (media must commit some amount of coverage to nation-
building activities for wider dissemination of the purpose of the festival)
INVOLVEMENT OF EMINENT PERSONALITIES including living Bharat
Ratnas’, social icons, Gandhians and Sarvodaya leaders, freedom

fighters (Since icons influence public opinion)

» This will promote in each
individual across the country love
for the mother-tongue, native culture
and respect for own faith systems.

» It will promote equal respect for all
the faith systems across the country.
Involvement of religious institutions
will help people internalize the
concept of Indianans.

» The country-wide festival will
promote a truly national festival
involving all religious groups, local
cultures and food. This day can mark
formation of human chains, poster
displays and cultural extravaganza
with a message to respect each

other’s social, cultural and religious

sentiments.

Why all faith meeting

The biggest strength of this land
is that in each and every village of
this country, there is a religious
institution. This great land is an
intense spiritual area of the world.
This is home to Budhism, Jainism,
Sikhism and many other faiths.
Indian faith system otherwise
internalized as Dharma is all

encompassing. It is secular. It is pure.
It believes that every religion is pure.

If at all there are descriptions of
violent incidents in Puranas, it is only
about fall of an anti-human force.
That is a celebration; a celebration
of punishment. The aim is to attain
peace and harmony. And to ensure
harmony, in every faith system,
festivals have been evolved to make
people stick to the rail of civilization.

A gun cannot silence another
gun. We must repose faith in the
justice system. Our justice system
is based on societal dos and don'ts.
But the bigger justice system is our

faith. Each and every religion is a
statement of God. And the beauty
of India is that each village in this
country has a religious institution.

The proposal that Build India
Group has mooted has never
happened in India. But religious
institutions coming together for a
national cause has happened on the
night when India’s tricolor donned
the Red Fort. As Freedom at Midnight
by Dominique Lappierre and Larry
Collins puts it-

“To those politicians, the conch
shells bleat heralded the birth of
their nation. To the world, it played
the retreat for passing an age”.

The book puts further,

“Delhi celebrated with lights.
The austere, hardworking capital
was ablaze with them. New Delhi’s
Connaught Circus, the narrow alleys
of Old Delhi, was hung in green,
saffron and white lights. Temples,
Mosques and Sikh Gurudwaras were
outlined with garlands of light bulbs.
So too was the Red Fort of Mughal
emperors.”

If this has happened in the
past, for a national requirement,
there is no impediment at all for
these religious institutions coming
together to promote Indianism.

On the eve of independence,
Gandhiji in “Young India” said,

“If the declaration (of
independence) is made by whole
villages, whole cities even...... it would
be well if all the meetings were held at
the identical minute in all places”.

Gandhiji suggested that the
time of meeting -be advertised in
the traditional way by drum beats.
The celebration would begin with
the hoisting of the national flag.
The rest of the day would be spent
in doing some constructive work,
whether it is spinning, or service of
untouchables or reunion of Hindus
and Mussalmans or prohibition work
or even all these together which is
not impossible. ¢ ’
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n-Chief of The

sion and views on the Nation.
TMP: What is
about?

your book 'My Call'
BM: My book is virtually the manifesto of my group
of people and the movement that they represent and
espouse.

TiviP: Your group? Your movement

BM: Yes we started as a small group of eight persons
from various fields like media, law, management with a
clear vision and we have named the group as BIG. BIG
stands for 'Build India Group'. We were
overwhelmingly in favour of this name as it reflects the
idea that stemmed from bigger aspirations about the
future of our country. We
feel it aptly describes the
purpose of our mission. We
espouse for a National
Pledge and for a National
Pledge Festival as a means
to achieve emotional
integration of India. We are
convinced that it will
become the biggest mass
movement India has ever
witnessed 1n its history.
Thus BIG is both a mission
and amovement.

TMP: What do you
mean by the emotional
integration of India?

BM: I can answer that
question by giving you an example. Have you ever

witnessed a cricket match between India & Pakistan?
14

Our Indian-ness becomes a reality
only when we play a cricket match
against Pakistan. At all other times
we are Punjabis, Gujuraties, Telugus
& others. As if that is not enough we
have religions and castes to devide
us further. What I mean is that the
emotional attachment that we feel
for India while India plays against
Pakistan is mostly absent while we
do business or administer our
country or enforce law or in any
other nation building transaction.

What feeling do you get? Our Indian-ness becomes a
reality only when we play a cricket match against
Pakistan. At all other times we are Punjabis, Gujuraties,
Telugus & others. As if that is not enough we have
religions and castes to devide us further. What I mean is
that the emotional attachment that we feel for India
while India plays against Pakistan is mostly absent
while we do business or administer our country or
enforce law or in any other nation building transaction.
That is why corruption, lawlessness, terrorism etc are
growing in this country without any hinderance.

TMP: Whatis the solution for this?
BM: To my mind we
require a champion to
espouse  the cause of
emotional integration of
India. Our BIG movement
is envisages to play that
role of champion. We
believe that most Indians
are god fearing people.
They have a direct
emotional attachment with
the concept of God and
when you tell them
something which is anti-
God most Indians will not
do that. For example you
ask a Hindu to cut down a
~ Peepal tree, he will never
do that. That is the power of
emotion. We want to creat
that kind of emotional attachment for India through a
mass movement. The National Pledge that we
The Mind Positive e August 2008




contemplate will give the psychic foundation for such
emotional integration of India. And the National Pledge
Festival that we contemplate will cement that emotional
attachment.

TMP: When you talk about a mass movement, you
sound like a politician. Given the present state of
politics and politician, how far would you like to be
referred as a politician?

BM: That is the biggest mistake that we are
committing. We all dislike corruption, we all dislike the
way India is being governed, we all dislike the way
bureaucracy is functioning and yet we do not take any
step to rectify them by simply saying that it would
amount to politics. We all consider politics as the last
resort of the scoundrels. But we in BIG movement
believe that if a citizen of a democracy says that he hates
politics then he does not have the slightest respect for the
democratic institution. One has to accept that in
democracy you have no right to say that politics is dirty
and leave it at that. If you realize that politics is dirty why
don't you do something to

clean it. If a pond is full of =
mud, it will remain so till = ¢
all the mud is taken out.
And to take out the mud
you have to wade into it.
Will some one dare?
Instead of calling
politicians scoundrels, why :
don't all good men get of mUd it Z,

involved and do the job in mud is taken ou
place of the 'scoundrels'

One has to accept that in democracy
“you have no right to say that politics is
dirty and leave it at that. If you realize
that pohtlcs is dlrty Why don't you do
: somethlng to clean it. If a pond is full

And to take out the

laudable and your views on politics are quite elevated
and idealistic. But given the present state of affairs
how do you envisage to achieve your objective?

BM:  Traditionally we all Indians love festivals. This
is why we celebrate Raksha Bandhan, Karva chauth,

“Dusshera, 1d, Guruparv and so on and so forth. Thus if

the national pledge that we envisage is recited in unision
and is given the shape of a festival to be celebrated
across the country from Andaman to Anantanag, that
will the biggest festival in our country which will pave
the way for a great future for India which eventually will
see greater glory for our country. The main feature of the
festival will involve every Indian happily reaffirming
their love and loyalty for the country for only a minute
by reciting a solemn pledge at an appointed hour on an
appointed day. It will be a historic event. One of my
Muslim friends had once told me that there is always a
greater spiritual satisfaction in saying mass prayers
during Namaz with hundreds of others rather than doing
the same in private. All other festivals, irrespective of
religion, echo the same feelings. This National Pledged
Festival will give similar feelings. There is a National
Pledge in various countries
like United States,
Singapore & Panama. We
are associating the sanctity
of such a pledge with the
gaiety of an Indian festival.
We have no manner of
doubt that the sanctity of a
pledge and the love for a
festival will make our
festival of National Pledge
a grant success and will

am so till all the

doing that. In fact we think
that there is no profession
nobler than politics
because it involves the very
fate of a nation. Hence
politics is most evolved

mud you have to wade into it. Will
some one dare? Instead of calling
politicians scoundrels, why don't all
good men get involved and do the job
in place of the 'scoundrels' doing that.

finally result in a firm
emotional integration of
India and thereby will
effectively tackle the major
challenges of India like

form of management. I

passionately feel that

politics should be a subject of specialized study at the
university level to nurture the intellectual pool from
where will emerge better Politicians, Diplomats and
Statesmen.

TMP: The objective of your movement is quite

corruption, terrorism, raid
tepism, etc. That is 'My
Call'.

TMP: Thank you Biraja for sparing your valuable
time and share your worthy vision for a better India
with us. I wish you good and your group good luck in
your laudable endeavour.
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/ PLEDGE FESTIVAL

;3 School celebrated 'Pledge Festival'
! on 9" April 2011, with an objective
to show love for nation. The
function was presided over by
School Chairman Dr. S.R.Arora
and Manager Dr.V.B.Agrawal
along with the members of the
Build India Group. The
programme was highlighted
with beautiful thoughts,
speeches and poems based on
patriotism, terrorism and
other related issues. A short
play, in addition to the

I vibrant cultural programme
sensitized and encouraged
students towards the need ||
for love towards the nation. k?i_-,
Vaibhav Anand of class VI,

Mahin of class IX and Ayushi of class VIII were felicitated by the members of Build India Group for bagging
awards in painting competition held on 6" April 2011.Vibhas of class IX was awarded the best student of the
year 2010-2011 by NIE for showing outstanding performance in scholastic and co-scholastic areas. Shivani of
class X was also awarded for winning 3" position in a mega painting competition organized by the Times NIE
in association with Indraprastha World School, Paschim Vihar.Sonal Aggarwal of class X and Mohak Pandey
of class VII also won the consolation prize in the same painting competition. School Principal Mrs.Mala Sood,
in her speech invoked a spirit of patriotism among the students and took a pledge to fight against the social
parasites. The pledge ceremony was held in a solemn ambience. Students whole-heartedly took the pledge to
make the Nation strong, progressive and self reliant and vowed to fight social evil. The effort &support of the
school Principal was appreciated by the chairman of Build India Group Mr. Rajeev Saxena & President
Mr.Mahapatra by awarding a certificate to School Principal Mrs.Mala Sood.
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AG DAV Centenary Public School Pe
on 21 January 2012 at Gandhi Darsha
Mrs. Mala Sood was felicitated for he
Qawwali and a group dance. The Ch
Bhattacharjee, Vice chairman of Gar
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bout hundred some odd people in their tiny village
Sarangadharpur in Odisha's Nayagarh District used to
pass sleepless nights in 1978 as robbers and dacoits were
on the prowl. Worried villagers of this roadside village, which was
famous in the formerly Puri district because of its advancement in
education and better socio-economic status compared to people
living in the immediate neighbouring villages, were time and again
being informed that they were on the target of the dacoits. Some
wise villagers then decided to take rounds around the village in the
night and scream “bastiwale hosiar ho” (inhabitants be aware).
They did it with the plan that in the event of Dacoits hitting the
village, at least people could wake up and try to protect
themselves. '

Notwithstanding the mockery of some frightened elderly
people if five or six persons could face the bullets of dacoits, when
villagers took this job seriously and took rounds around their
village, other neighbouring villages followed it soon-and they also
started screaming the with same words. Inspired by his mother, a
young boy of just 12 years jumped into bandwagon and wielding a
lathi at midnight started screaming “bastiwale hosiar ho”. This boy
was given an impression that screaming in unison against the
dacoits would save the village. After few days the whole district
was agog in the late night with people demonstrating midnight
contempt against dacoits. This stopped the spate of violence and
¢rime in district and Ranpur Police Station in particular. The 12-
year old boy named Biraja Mahapatra never knew that this
experience would give him an insight for a simple, inexpensive and
easily doable effective method to “cultivate citizenry for a healthy
country”.

Mahapatra says the health of any democratic country primarily
depends upon its quality of citizenry. If the overall citizenry is
good, then the country is bound to do well in all fields. Good
citizenry means citizens demonstrate country's interest
paramount in their thoughts, words and action. Mahapatra says
India became a country in 1947 with 562 small big states joining
together. But it could not convert itself into anation in the absence
of any measure to inculcate in citizens a sense of belonging to the
country.

A worried Mahapatra, now a lawyer practising in the Delhi High

Court, has come out with an innovative idea of Citizens pledge

festival with an aim to promoting good citizenry. According to
Mahapatra, good citizenry is the answer to all kinds of societal
ailments including corruption and terrorism. The journalist-
turned lawyer has founded a civil society named Build India Group
in Delhi in 2008 and got drafted the pledge in English in his work
“My Call: For the Greater Glory of this Land.” The pledge has now
been in circulation in 15 languages across the country and over
four lakh students have joined his movement in a span of just four
years.

Designed to involve all students and youths in this country in
unison, the exercise elicits from the participants a written promise

Biraja Mahapétra

A simple
means
towards
nation
building
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that they would keep country's interest paramount in
their thoughts, words and action and their this
commitment would form a part of celebration called the
Pledge Festival.

The pledge in English reads as under:

"We the people of India today do solemnly pledge
ourselves to the service of our nation with honesty,
sincerity and commitment: always keeping our nations
interest paramount in all that we think, do or say for the
greater glory of this land".

Pledge has been drafted keeping in view the
fundamental duties as enshrined in Article 51A of the
Constitution. It has started promoting pledge in 15
languages. The fifteen languages other than English are
Hindi, Sanskrit, Urdu, Assamiya, Bengali, Odia, Telgu,
Tamil, Malayalam, Kannada, Marathi, Gujarati, Punjabi,
and Kashmiri.

Mahapatra says an annual programme, if made
mandatory for all students across the country to
participate, over a period of three decades will see that all
Indians in all parts of the country would have sworn in to
keep country's interest paramount in their thoughts,
words and action. The annual
programme is gradually getting
appreciation because of the
content and simplicity in approach
through write-recite-commit
technique.

The idea behind organizing the
festival is inspired by the age-old
custom of celebrating mass outcry
against societal evils as also
committing themselves to
accepted social norms. In ancient
times across the world, when there
was no print media, festivals were
the biggest instruments to regulate
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public behaviour. There are two types
of festivals: festivals of commitment
and celebrations of punishment.

Festivals of commitment give the
civilized society occasions to celebrate
societal norms or the 'dos' at a very
personal level. Marriage is one such
festival in which spouses commit their
trust to each other. Raksha Bandhan is
a festival of commitment of protection
by a brother to sister. Festivals of
commitment endorse societal dos.

The other one is celebration of
punishment as seen in the ancient
festivals that mark the victory of good
over the evil and truth always prevails.
For example, in Dusherra, we burn the
effigies of Ravana, Durga Pooja marks the killing of
demon Mahishashura by goddess Durga, Holika-dahan
symbolizes the elimination of demoness Holika, and
Deepavali the killing of Narakashura by Krishna's
consort Sathyavama. Janmastami too symbolizes the
beginning of the end of the cruel Kansa era. Celebrations
of punishment, thus, endorse the societal don'ts in our
day to day life.

Mahapatra says celebrations of punishment and
festivals of commitment have been the two traditional
mass communication tools to keep human behaviour on
track. These have been handed down to us by our faith
systems, which have been the foundation for cultivating
good citizenry and moral upbringing. The Pledge festival,
therefore, combines both the festival of commitment (to
the country) and celebration of punishment (unleashing
societal contempt against terrorism and corruption).
These are the two biggest evils of our society at present.

Mahapatra says there is no village in the country
which does not have a religious institution. These great
institutions are always there to works in the interest of
humanity. With the involvement of religious institutions,
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the programme will be total as it would
automatically enter into kitchens, it will
be a festival by all Indians, irrespective
of their caste colours, at every nook and
corner of the country. That will be the
biggest show of strength of India to the
whole world.

Mahapatra has also written another
book in Odia language “Atanka ku
Uttara”, (Answer to Terrorism) which
has already hit stands in Odisha, in the
line of his previous book MY CALL.

When asked what after pledge that
the Build India Group contemplates, a
smiling Mahapatra says “citizenry
building exercise is not a small step.
This is a continuous process. When all Indians in unison
demonstrate their love for the country and display
contempt against terrorism and corruption, there will be
an aftermath effect of tsunami type of movement to
unleash a sense of contempt against corruption and
terrorism. Ultimately it will teach us what is good
citizenry. When a body becomes healthy enough to take
care of its own immunity system, you need not think of
future medicines.

When asked “Will this mitigate the problem of hunger,
regional imbalance and caste hatred among other
things?, Mahapatra says “you are talking of management
issues.” He says this problem can be addressed when
maximum functional autonomy is given to institutions of
panchayats which should guarantee ‘as a matter of
fundamental right - food, healthcare, education and
employment to all individuals. While government has
already got into an action plan in this regard, people are
yet to consider politics as a subject of management. He
says unless politics is introduced as a subject of
management at the primary school level, common people
will continue to loath politics and not come out to take
responsibility of their own country. “imagine when you
do not take care of your own home what happens?”

Mahapatra who now considers whole country as a
ground of his activity was courageous enough to think
differently. At a time when mindset of young Indians,
particularly in rural educated villages, is job oriented, he
felt unless there was an emotional connection of
individuals to their mother tongue, the gap between the
mother land and citizens would widen. Though his village
was highly educated, there was hardly any love for
literature among the youngsters. In the very first minute
of January 1983, 16-year old Mahapatra founded literary
organization “Palli Nilay Sahitya Samsad’ at his own
village. Members joining the organization discussed
literature, politics and social issues making it a truly
village knowledge center. It was followed in other

neighbouring villages too. "When people unite for a good
cause, good things are bound to happen", says
Mahapatra.

In the journey from a village boy to college life in holy
city of Puri, Biraja Mahapatra had the first hand
experience of the ravages of flood in 1982. He used to be
the first one among his peer group to jump for the relief
operations in ever flood hit coastal Odisha. Planting
saplings, organizing literary programmes, writing small
poems and participating in various debating activities
lured him into the field of journalism after he did his
masters in History and bachelor degree in law in Utkala
University, Bhubaneswar apparently because he wanted
to be an independent activist. A voice of rebel could be
seen in his writing when he finds contradictions in the
society “I am taught to say a prayer that I need no money
or wealth or a son but my parents say I should study well
to get a good job, married to a beautiful wife and die on a
bed with diamonds studded on it after becoming old” in
his Odia poetry collection “Dinalipi Ra Gitalipi”.

After spending over a decade in journalism in Odia
and English, traveling to various parts of the country and
writing plethora of articles in English and Odia,
Mahapatra took to legal profession to become
independent and work on a bigger canvas. When in early
years in legal profession, lawyers struggle for their early
settlement, Mahapatra embarked upon another
ambitious plan of promoting emotional integration in the
country and thought of Build India Group as a civil society
in 2008 and now his ideas are traveling to educational
institutions which organize pledge festivals to inculcate
among children a sense of belonging to the country. His
idea of pledge festival has got appreciation from the
lawyer's fraternity in the Supreme Court, High Court and
other Bar Associations. Mahapatra is a thought leader for
the country and NGO ICONGO had recognized his
activities by conferring on him Karmaveer Puraskar in
2010.

www.csrvision.in

INDIVIDUAL SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

January 2013 « GSRVISION » 45




Bhairon Singh Shekhawat

MESSAGE

I am happy to know that the book titled “My Call : For the Greater Glory of
this Land” has been brought out after painstaking efforts. I extend my hearty
compliments to Shri Biraja Mahapatra, the author of this book as also the young and
enthusiastic campaigners of the Build India Group for this well thought-out and path-
breaking publication.

This book reflects a powerful theme of patriotism and nationalism with
consuming passion. It appeals to all segments of our society to rise above self to ensure
greater glory of this great nation. It underscores the imperative need to have a National
Pledge Festival to unite us all in a common thread of unity and integrity. It hopes that
greater attachment of the people with the nation and national values would melt away
our narrow selfish interests, taking the nation to the magnificent heights of excellence
and fame. In the process, the virus of corruption, violence and terror, greed and
immorality, which have eaten into the vitals of our system will significantly subside. It
calls upon the people to view politics not from the narrow perspective of hatred and
cynicism but from the larger = perspective of democracy and dedicated service to the
people. In essence, this is a call for national regeneration and awakening for ushering
lasting hope and abiding optimism towards achieving the larger national objectives of
peace and development. I congratulate and compliment all those associated with this
very comprehensive and thought-provoking work.

We in India are aware that there are forces inimical to the country's interest,
which are working overtime to disrupt our integrity, unity and security. A continuous
and covert war is being waged on us. Corruption, organized crime within the country
and its international linkages have become a major conduit for the operations of such
divisive forces. Hatred and violence among the people have also succeeded in creating
cleavages within communities, thus posing the strongest challenge to the consolidation
of national identities built on core civilizational values.

We, as a democracy, have inherent opportunity to strengthen the core values
through wide national consensus and participation. We need to consolidate the feeling
of national unity and cohesion to counter the threats to nationalism. We need to instill
the sublime values of patriotism, honesty, peace, love and amity among the people. We
need to create an overriding attachment to national cause so that the core civilizational
values of our people flourish and prosper. For this, we need to strengthen our
democratic edifice and make our politics one of the finest vocations for service and
sacrifice.

Residence: 31, Aurangzeb Road, New Delhi-110 011
Tel: 011-23793113, 23794114, 23792906, Fax: 23793113







“Land of our Birth, We pledge to thee
Our love and toil in the years to be
When we are grown and take our place
As men and women with our race”

A.G.D.A.V Centenary Public School celebrated Pledge Festival on 9 April’11 in the school premises with
great fervor and spirit. Pledge Festival is a festival of commitment to the country, promoted by the Build
India Group, a civil society with the support of the school Principal Mrs. Mala Sood. The Pledge festival
was a grand success. The school function was presided over by school Chairman Dr. S.R.Arora and
Manager Dr. V.B.Agrawal along with members from the Build India Group and renowned advocates and
mediators. The issues related to Nation’s concern such as Eradicating Corruption, Combating terrorism,
Love for nation were touched upon and the school was decorated with slogans beautifully portrayed on
charts by the students of the school. The festival started with the Lamp Lighting Ceremony followed by
Ganesh Vandana.

Arvind Gupta DAV Centenary Public School
Celebrates
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A floral welcome was given to all the guests.
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School principal Mrs. Mala Sood in her speech invoked a spirit of patriotism among the students and took a
pledge to fight against the social parasites.




The Chairman of Build India Groub Mr. Rajeev Saxena in his speech gave a brief introduction of the aims
and objectives of Build India Group and also inspired the students to work for the Nation’s progress.
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The programme was highlighted with beautiful thoughts, speeches and poems based on Patriotism,
Terrorism and other related issues.

Ayush Majumdar of class X in his speech on Patriotism emphasized on the importance of inculcating the
feeling of Nationalism among future generation.
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Students from different classes were felicitated by the members of the BUILD INDIA GROUP for bagging
in different competitions.

awa:ds \Izgllli;fse of class I;X was awarded the Best Student of thq Year 2010-1'1 by NIE. Vibhas has shown
outstanding performance in scholastic and Co-scholastic areas. He is the only student who hag
secured Al grade in all the seven subjects in SA1 and SA2 in class VIII. He leso bagged the 3»’d
position in the Science Olympiad and ESSAY WRITING COMPETITION organized by NIE and 2"
position in the Zonal ENGLISH DECLAMATION COMPETITION.

\( Centenary Public s::h’ﬁv@
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e Shivani of class X was awarded for winning the III position in a mega painting Competition
organized by Times NIE in association with Indraprastha World School, Paschim Vihar.
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School chairman Dr. S R Arora in his speech applauded the tremendous efforts initiated by the Build India
Group in promoting such sentiments of nationalism and brotherhood in the schools and also encouraged the
students to become dutiful citizens.
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The programme followed with a poem recited by Zerlish of class X A on Terrorism. The fear of terrorism
was wonderfully depicted in the verse form. Tanishka of class X A also recited a wonderful poem on
Corruption. Stuti Jha of X B delivered a speech on Terrorism, which was full of conviction. Her speech
invoked in a spirit of unity and nationalism among the audience.
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Mr Sudhanshu Batra Senior Advocate and eminent mediator , Delhi High Court and Madam Veena Rally,
renowned advocate and mediator Delhi high court, addressed the student highlighting the need to defuse
anger and manage emotions for the self-growth and nation’s growth.
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Students of AGDAV brilliantly showcased their talents in the Qawwali. Students involvement in the
sentiments and issues of the Nation were ringing in the tunes and the colourful dressed participants of
Qawwali were deeply appreciated by the members of the Build India Group.
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“Ignorance is the main source of superstitions. To conquer ignorance is the beginning of wisdom”. With this
motive the students of Class XII science stream beautifully demonstrated a play on myths and realities and
suggested few tips through experiments to make people aware. The short skit centered around the theme
‘Seeing is not always Believing’ and ‘Jago Grahak Jago’ also touched on the important topics like
adulteration, superstitions etc.
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i = ' inci la Sood for her support by awarding her a

ild India Group thanked the school principal Mrs. Ma od
. g:r:ﬂg:iltlg oI;'lzz'tici;:tIi)on in the mass communication towards a p(.)sm\(e change. Mrs. Mala Sood, assured
and promised that the pledge taken by the students today will remain with them always and all the students

will work for the greater glory of their motherland.

An Art mela was organized on 6% April 2011, in the school premises to mark the foundation day; the
winners of the same were awarded a cash prize of Rs.1000/- each.

The slogans of Vaibhav of class VI, Mahin of class IX and Aayushi of class VIII were judged as the best on
different issues like Terrorism, Love Nation and Corruption.




The cultural programme came to end with the mesmerizing Indo-Western performance by the Primary Wing




The Pledge Taking Ceremony was held in a solemn ambience. Students whole-heartedly took the Pledge to

make the Nation strong progressive and self-reliant and vowed to fight against the social evils practiced in
the society.




Mr. Mahapatra, President of the Build India Grbup, in his speech thanked the students and the organization

for the brilliant stage show and greatly appreciated the spirit and commitment shown by the students towards
the Nation. : SR o
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School Manager Dr. V. B. Agrawal conveyed the Vote of thanks to the members and appreciated for the
laudable efforts taken by each and every member to eradicate Corruption from our country. The singing of
the National Anthem marked the conclusion of the festival.
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